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Media Release – 23 September 2009


NSW dust storm update


In regard to the dust storm which is currently affecting Sydney, much of NSW and parts of the ACT, FMA Australia offers the following information to members and industry affiliates on high dust levels and air-conditioning systems:


Extremely high atmospheric dust levels in Sydney and other areas of New South Wales and the ACT are currently causing concern with respect to building air-conditioning systems and their ability to function. It is important to note that in the great majority of office and other large buildings, air-conditioning systems feature a filtration process that removes solid atmospheric contaminants from outside air flows. It is also important to understand that these outside air flows typically only make up part of the air flow in a building. Usually, the majority is re-circulated air that has been re-cooled or re-heated. If air filtration systems are installed and maintained it is unlikely that any significant amounts of dust will enter the air-conditioning system and be deposited in buildings. High levels of dust as are currently being experienced will, however, clog filtration systems more quickly than usual and this may cause operational problems with air flow and/or dust leakage.


The great majority of office buildings and other large buildings will have air-conditioning maintenance providers that provide regular service to these systems. If there are concerns about dust and air-conditioning systems, building managers and occupants should contact their air-conditioning service providers as soon as these concerns become apparent, as there will be a high demand for these services whilst these conditions persist.
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